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WASHINGTON PLANNING BOARD 
Regular Scheduled Meeting 

Tuesday, March 27, 2018 
5:30PM 

 
Members Present 

Jane Alligood   Doris Moate 
John Tate    Marie Barber 

D. Howell Miller 
 

Members Absent 
All members were present 

 
Others Present 

John Rodman, Director 
Glen Moore, Planning Administrator 

Jessica Green, Administrative Support 
 
 

I. Opening of the meeting 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 

 
II. Invocation 
Jane Alligood led in prayer. 

 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff. 

 
IV. New Business 

 
1.  Text Amendment request to allow mining and quarrying operations within the RA-20 

zoning district. 
 
John Rodman came forward and explained that staff received a request to allow mining 
and quarrying operations within the RA-20 zoning district.  He stated that this was not a 
request from staff.  He stated that they received the request from a Mr. Harry Bailey 
representing Sly Fox Farm, LLC.  He explained that Sly Fox Farms owns some land on 
Cherry Lan Road and they are asking to have mining operations as a use in the RA-20 
zoning district.  Mr. Rodman stated that with this type of request the Board can not just 
look at the one track of land Sly Fox Farms owns, they must look at all the 
land/properties with in the RA-20 zoning district.  He explained that the only district that 
mining is allowed in currently is the I-1 district as a special use.  He then presented a 
map outlining the RA-20 zoning district and the I-1 districts.  Mr. Rodman stated that 
they are requesting that it be listed as a special use in the RA-20 zoning district.  He 
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stated that they also added some specific criteria for the special use permit and went 
through each one which include hours of operation, lot size requirements, and security 
fencing.  Mr. Rodman stated that he went through the maps and found all the 
properties that exceeded the size requirement of 40 acres and it included about 40 lots 
in the RA-20 district that would allow mining, but that did not take into consideration 
the other special criteria that is required.  Mr. Rodman stated that staff did publish the 
request in the paper but could not contact all the property owners in the RA-20.  He 
explained that if the text amendment is approved, when the applicant applies for a 
Special Use permit all adjoining property owners would be notified and that would be a 
public hearing.  Dot Moate asked about the 300ft requirement from a permitted 
residential dwelling.  Mr. Rodman explained that this means 300ft from a residential 
structure not the property line.  The Board discussed the issues that may come up with 
this.  Jane Alligood stated that they need to add a 50 ft setback from the property line to 
allow a large buffer zone.  D. Howell Miller spoke about his concerns with a mining 
business being so close to residential properties.  Mr. Miller stated that he would like to 
see a 1000ft requirement instead of 300 ft from an adjacent residential dwelling.  Jane 
Alligood then addressed the fact that they plan to turn the property into a lake after the 
mining is complete and asked if that could be used as a recreational site.  Mr. Rodman 
stated it could be used as any of the allowed uses in the RA-20 district.  Mr. Rodman 
explained that there is an existing mine that was there before the zoning ordinance was 
drafted.  He stated that it is located off of Whootentown Road and is located in a RA-20 
zoned area.  He explained that it predates the ordinance and was grandfathered in.  Mr. 
Rodman stated that since it would require a Special Use permit, the permit could be 
revoked that any time and is reviewed annually.  The Board discussed the request and 
their concerns further.  Members of the Board stated that they didn’t have a problem 
with mining in the Industrial zone but did have concerns with it being in a residential 
zone.   
 
D. Howell Miller made a motion to continue the request to allow time for more research 
and aske Mr. Bailey and Mr. Manning to attend the next meeting to answer questions.  
Jane Alligood seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a majority vote with Doris 
Moate voting in opposition. 
 

2. Street Closing – Berry Avenue (Street) 
 

John Rodman explained the request.  The Board had discussed the request at the 
previous months meeting.  
 
Jane Alligood made a motion to recommend approval of the Street Closing.  Doris 
Moate seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

 
V. Old Business/Items for Discussion 

 
1. Massage Parlors 
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2. Adult Businesses 
Mr. Rodman presented the drafted amendment for Massage Parlors and Adult Businesses.  
Doris Moate made a motion to approve the drafted amendment.  Jane Alligood seconded 
the motion and all voted infavor. 

 
3. Conversion of Single Family Dwellings 

This item was continued. 
 

4. Abandoned & Derelict Boats 
Mr. Rodman stated that he wanted to up this item because it is become a big issue in 
Washington and a lot of other surrounding Cities.  He explained that they are looking at 
a number of way to resolve the problem.  He stated that currently they do have two 
boats on the river that are partially sunk and it is a hazard for a number of reasons and 
they are very unattractive.  He stated that they are trying to figure out how they can 
handle the situation.  Mr. Rodman then went through and explained the options they 
are looking into and how they would enforce them.  He explained that some of the 
neighboring Cities are adding abandoned boats with abandoned vehicles in the nuisance 
ordinance and the City of Washington is looking at going the same route.   He explained 
some of the problems that may arise with this enforcement and ways that it may be 
enforced.  

 
VI. Approval of minutes – January 23, 2018 
Doris Moate made a motion to approve the corrected minutes.  D. Howell Miller seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor. 

 
VII. Adjourn 
There being no other business D. Howell Miller made a motion to adjourn.  Doris Moate seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor. 


